In introducing my views on this subject to the notice of the profession, I find it necessary to point out the imperfect or erroneous character of the notions which are at present generally entertained.
This invidious task is recommended by the consideration that such preliminary discussions will not only tend to dispel error, but will add. to the facility of obtaining a clear and accurate idea of the views to be afterwards propounded and defended.
It is surely, now-a-days, a work of supererogation to say one word in answer to those who would wish to set aside all attempts to introduce into the philosophy of the human frame the trite laws of mechanical action. Our knowledge of Fig. 2, B ) by forces applied at both its extremities. At the upper extremity, the force is one dragging in a direction corresponding to tluit of the posterior sacro-iliac ligaments, more The above figure represents a section of tlie pelvis through the iliac beams, in a plane parallel to that of the brim. ligament in the body, run obliquely upwards and outwards. The sacrum has nothing to prevent its being depressed under the weight of the body, but these ligaments, to which the weight is all transmitted, ancl again through them to the posterior iliac tuberosities. The whole weight of the body then ' DR REEVES ON THE DISEASES OF or less in a line towards the centre of the pelvic circle. The force at the lower extremity is the reacting force of the weight of the body pushing in a direction upwards and inwards, also towards the centre of the pelvic circle. Both of these forces press the beam upon the fulcrum or auricular surface of sacrum (E), which it is of importance to observe, is not in the centre of the beam but nearer its upper than its lower end. The auricular surface is in mere distance but little nearer the upper than the lower extremity of the beam, but mechanically viewed is much nearer, for while the force applied to the lower end of the beam is applied to its extremity only, that applied to the upper is applied over its whole surface above and behind the auricular portion, and therefore the length of this arm of the beam is counted, in the mechanical problem before us, only to the centre of the parts to which the force is applied.
(To be continued.)
